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Will Be Included in 
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| , 

gil lhcb lal tion Beske e 
Saturday, May 6 at 10am 


Antenna Party Location: Club Net 
American Red Cross, 
Silicon Valley Chapter 


WVARA’s club net is on the W6PIY repeaters 
each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters are 


2731 N. First Street at Plumeria Dr linked together during the net. The net script 
(southwest corner) in San Jose can be found at www.wvara.org/net.html . 
Map at www.wvara.org/meetings.html Visitors Are Welcome! 


President’s Letter 
Goodbye to an Old Friend 


Whether it be a pet, person, institution, or thing, it is always 
sad to see an old friend pass into history. On March 22, the 
Sunnyvale store of Ham Radio Outlet (HRO) passed into his- 
tory. 


There was a gathering of people at the store, organized by 
Steve Stearns, K6OIK, president of the Foothill Amateur Radio 
Society. Several people from our club were there as well as 
many from other local clubs. We all agreed it was a sad occasion. 


When | think back on my experiences at HRO, | realize that it was an important part of my 
recent ham radio experience. When | decided to become re-licensed, after a hiatus of nearly 
40 years, HRO sold me a license study book and let me know where | could take the exam. 


No, this time | didn’t have to go to a FCC office as | did when | took my novice test in 1960. 
There was this new fangled thing using Volunteer Examiners -- hams who administrated the 
test. 


After getting a high score on the technician test, a wily VE convinced me to take the general 
test as well, (“It won't cost you anything extra.”, | remember him saying.) Well | managed to 
pass the general test without special study, so | had a certificate good for a year that gave me 
a leg up on general if | could relearn 5 WPM CW. So | got a code practice CD from HRO and, 
just for giggles, threw in a license study book for the extra class license -- | wanted to be done 
with jumping through hoops. | “relearned” the code, and passed both the code and the extra 
exam the next time | met the VEs. 


Somewhere along the line HRO sold me my first HT. When | installed a radio in my Miata, | 
got a Yaesu FTM-10 at HRO. This radio transmits on 2M and 70cm as well as receiving AM 
and FM broadcast. With AM/FM broadcast receive, | could remove the stock car radio and use 
its space. Space is at a premium in a Miata. 


To receive AM broadcast, the FTM-10 needs an antenna that will pass those relatively low fre- 
quencies. | had a great deal of difficulty finding one that would work and also act as a 2M and 
70cm transmit/receive antenna. | finally found one by going to HRO and carrying one antenna 
at a time out to my car and testing it’s AM receive. Try that technique with online ordering. 


Over the years, | found the staff at HRO to be knowledgeable and always willing to help. 
Several became friends. | have heard that they all plan to retire rather than relocating to the 
nearest HRO store in Oakland. | wish them well in retirement. They will probably discover as | 
have that they are just as busy in retirement as when they were working. 


HRO Summyvale SK. 
73 Bill AE6JV 
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Our First Antenna Party of the Year 


Field Day is a great opportunity to get outdoors, gain experience assembling equipment in the rough, 
and operate a station under challenging band conditions. And if there’s one lesson we’ve learned 
from past years, it is the importance of being prepared. For WVARA, part of being prepared is hav- 
ing two or three antenna parties each spring where we practice assembling our Field Day antennas. 
This also gives us a way to identify missing items as well is spotting and fixing components that need 
repair. 


Our first antenna party was on April 15 in the Red Cross parking lot. We assembled and tested two 
triband yagis (a Cushcraft A3S-Junior and a A4S) to select which one to use for Digital and GOTA at 
Field Day. Svend Jensen and Kevin Smith had spent the previous weekend repairing the A3S and 
making sure both beams were in good physical condition. So it wasn’t a surprise that both antennas 
loaded up beautifully with low SWRs well-centered in each of the three bands. 


Kevin Reid (AG6YO) had brought his KX3 transceiver and small GP5 handheld HF receiver , so we 
next tested each beam for overall gain and front-to-back ratio at a range of about 300 feet. 


No surprise, but the bigger, shinier beam (the A4S) had the most gain and the best front-to-back ratio 
— including a 1dB advantage on 20 meters and a 5 dB advantage on 15 meters. While the front-to- 
back ratio of the A4S was pretty good on 15 meters, it was less impressive on 20 meters. Of course, 
this might have been partly due to backscatter from nearby buildings. But just to be sure, after bring- 
ing down the antenna we checked each of the aluminum tubing junctions with a volt-ohm meter. Do- 
ing so, we found one junction on the reflector element with about 6 ohms of loss. After a quick once- 
over with Svend’s cleaning tools and a bit of conductive grease, the lossy junction disappeared. 


We'll be holding our next antenna party on Saturday morning, May 6, at 10am. Hope to see you then! 
And be sure to mark Field Day weekend (June 23-25) on your calendar. 


73 Jim K6El 


Antenna Party Photos 
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New Zealand Amateur Radio Group Announces Bid to Host 
the World Radiosport Team Championships in 2022 
Courtesy of Bernie McClenny, W3UR, Editor of The Daily DX 


NZARG is pleased to announce its bid to host WRTC 2022 in New Zealand. 


As the first Southern Hemisphere host, NZARG is excited to announce some new and ground break- 
ing innovations. The competition would be held on Stewart Island (OC-203) in conjunction with the 
HF World Championships on 9-10 July 2022. We believe contests involve more than just operating 
as station set up is just as important (and often a necessity here in ZL). Therefore competitors will be 
taken by boat from Bluff at the foot of the South Island to Stewart Island 12 hours before the contest 
is due to start (midnight local time). From there competitors will need to complete a series of chal- 
lenges and follow clues to locate their equipment, generator, radios, coax, and antennas and set it up 
prior to the contest starting. For those smart enough there will also be the opportunity to find and use 
an amplifier (and believe us you will need it in ZL). Food and tents will be supplied (we are not total 
sadists and we decided making you shoot your dinner was a bit risky for other teams). Being in the 
rugged bush there will be no internet or cell phone coverage so all operations will be unassisted. We 
strongly suggest warm clothing as it will be the middle of winter. You will have a flare gun if you need 
rescuing. 


As you will discover propagation in ZL during winter is rather poor so this will be a true test of your op- 
erating prowess as well as your patience and endurance (both radio wise and physically). There are 
few contesters in OC so most QSOs will be genuine DX. Other than that bring a good book to read 
for when there is no propagation. To spice things up and to help stave of boredom, there will also be 
a tribal council held half way during the competition where teams will have to disclose their scores 
and other teams will have the chance to take over another team’s location. There will also be the op- 
portunity to vote one team off the island. 


We are going to keep two person teams from a safety and teamwork aspect and so one person can 
fight off any wildlife that wants to take over your tent while the other person is operating, (you don’t 
honestly think more than one band will be open at one time do you)? However there will be none 

of this “pick a mate” business with all participants having to qualify and teams drawn by lot just prior 
to embarking for Stewart Island. This will test each participant’s all round teamwork and operating 
skills. We are also planning a unique qualifying process. This will involve single ops having to set up 
and take down their operating sites within certain time frames on their own as well as operating solo 
in qualifying contests with 100w and simple antennas. You need to get used to what you are going to 
face and this will give you ample opportunity to hone your skills. All in all this will be an unparalleled 
opportunity for you to prove you are the greatest all round contester on the planet! We believe we will 
provide a unique challenge and look forward to being confirmed as host! 


Anonymous 


Bernie McClenny, W3UR 


Editor of: The Daily DX 
The Weekly DX 
How’s DX? 


Two week trial - http://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm! 
https://twitter.com/dailydx 


410-489-6518 
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WVARA Net Check-Ins (W6PIY) 
Tuesdays at 8:30 PM 
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Treasurer’s Report: 2017 1st Quarter 


Here are Activity and Position Reports as of the end of March. The March bank statement has not 
arrived yet, so these numbers are preliminary. As reported last month, there is a net loss year-to- 
date because we have prepaid our Flea Market fees. That should reverse after our turn at the Flea 
Market, on July 9. Fortunately, we have enough reserved cash to cover the advance. Overall March 
was a slow month. We got one new member - Welcome Faisal Akber (VA3SFA), and one renewal. 
There were no expenses. Our long outstanding payment (from last Dec.) for NARCC member- 

ship finally cleared the bank, so they will continue to coordinate our repeaters. See http://narcc.org/ 
navbar.html for more information. Total WVARA membership is now 70, including family members. 
If you're one of the 22 2016 members who haven't paid for 2017 yet, please bring your dues to the 
meeting, or use the paypal option on WVARA.org. If you have questions, contact me at treasurer@ 
wvara.org. See everyone at the meeting. Peri KI6SLX. 


WVARA 
Statement of Activity 
January through March 2017 


Income 
4100 — Program Income 
4110 — Membership Dues 
4114 — Fam. Repeater ($18) 
4113 — Fam. Assn. ($20) 
4112 — Indiv. Repeater (12) 
4111 — Indiv. Assn. ($15) 
Total 4110 — Membership Dues 
Total 4100 — Program Income 
4800 — Donations 
4200 — Misc. Income 
Total Income 
Expense 
5500 — Program Expenses 
6000 — Repeater Expenses 
6100 — Repeater Maintenance 
Total 6000 — Repeater Expenses 
Total 5500 — Program Expenses 
5200 — Membership Expenses 
5210 — Badges 
Total 5200 — Membership Expenses 
5100 — Administrative Expenses 
5140 — Web Hosting Expense 
5110 — Finance Fees Paid 


Total 5100 — Administrative Expenses 


5300 — Flea Market Expenses 
Total Expense 
Net Income 


Printed 04/03/17 

Jan '17 Feb '17 Mar '17 TOTAL 
54.00 0.00 18.00 72.00 
80.00 0.00 20.00 100.00 
156.00 24.00 12.00 192.00 
315.00 45.00 15.00 375.00 
605.00 69.00 65.00 739.00 
605.00 69.00 65.00 739.00 
0.00 133.00 0.00 133.00 
10.04 0.03 0.00 10.07 
615.04 202.03 65.00 882.07 
0.00 81.07 0.00 81.07 
0.00 81.07 0.00 81.07 
0.00 81.07 0.00 81.07 
40.00 0.00 0.00 40.00 
40.00 0.00 0.00 40.00 
0.00 59.40 0.00 59.40 
19.34 1.82 0.00 21.16 
19.34 61.22 0.00 80.56 
0.00 2,400.00 0.00 2,400.00 
59.34 2,542.29 0.00 2,601.63 
999.70 -2,340.26 65.00 = 1,719.56 
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WVARA 


Statement of Position Printed 


As of March 31, 2017 


ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings 
1000 — Financial Accounts 
1900 — Cash 
1910 — Petty Cash 
Total 1900 — Cash 
1200 — Savings; BotW 
1300 — Paypal 
1100 — Checking; BotW 
Total 1000 — Financial Accounts 
Total Checking/Savings 
Total Current Assets 
TOTAL ASSETS 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity 
3900 — Retained Earnings 
3300 — Unrestricted Net Assets 
3320 — Repeater Balance 
3310 — Associaton Balance 
Total 3300 — Unrestricted Net Assets 
Net Income 
Total Equity 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 


04/03/17 


Mar 31, '17 


140.23 

140.23 

4,495.02 
2,089.52 
1,386.54 
8,111.31 
8,111.31 

— 8,111.31 
8,111.31 
0.04 


2,593.70 
7,237.13 
9,830.83 
-1,719.56 
8,111.31 
8,111.31 


EE —————— 


Mark Your Calendar for Microwave Update 2017 
(please forward to other interested groups and hams) 


Microwave Update (fondly abbreviated as MUD) is the premier microwave amateur radio conference. 
This year it is being hosted by the 50 MHz and Up Group of Northern California (www.50mhzandup. 


Org). 


MUD 2017 will be the last weekend of October (10/26 gathering day, 10/27-28 presentations/dinner/ 
etc, 10/29 morning flea market and farewells) at the Santa Clara Biltmore (Santa Clara, CA, near US 
101 & Montague Expy), the same place as MUD 2012. 


It's not too think about writing up your winter microwave projects ... we will be issuing a call for paper 
and presentations. 


We haven't set up the www.microwaveupdate.org site for 2107 yet ... coming soon. 


73 and BCNU at MUD 2017 
Mike Lavelle, KEML 

Jim Moss, N9JIM 

MUD 2017 conference co-chairs 


Page 8 


Please Join Us! 


68th Annual 


COX 


April 21-23, 2017 * Visalia, CA 


68th Annual 
International 
DX Convention 
April 21-23, 2017 
Visalia, California 


L 


VISALIA 


CONVENTION CENTER 


Full 2.5 Days! 
DX & Technical Seminars 
DX Forum 
Contest Forum 
YL Forum 
Contest Academy 
40+ Vendors 
Great Raffle Prizes 
QSL Card Checking 
Optional Bus Tour 


Complete Program & 
Registration 
Information at: 


dxconvention.org 


Sponsored by the 
Northern California DX Club 


2017 West Valley Amateur 
Radio Association Board 


President: Bill Frantz, AE6JV 

Vice President: Bobby Barnett, KA4VBF 
Secretary: Jon Kelley, KBWV 
Treasurer: Peri Frantz, KIGSLX 
Directors: 

John Glass, NU6P, 2016-2017 

Bill Fehring, W9KKN, 2016-2017 

Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2016-2017 
Jim Peterson, K6EI, 2017-2018 

Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2017-2018 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2017-2018 


Club Web Page: http://www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, KK6VF 
Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KEWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


DX Special Interest Group: 
Dennis Lyden, AG6HE 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 


The Heterodyne is published 
monthly by the West Valley Amateur 
Radio Association and sent to all 
club members via the web. Please 
obtain permission from the author 
to re-publish any article in this pub- 
lication. 


73 
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